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the council is the officer upon whom largely depends the efficiency
of county administration. He is usually a solicitor with special
training in local government work.
Local authorities may appoint committees for general or special Committees,
purposes, and may delegate to a committee any of their functions,
except the power to levy rates or borrow money. A committee may,
with the exception of the finance committee, include, up to one-third
of its number, persons who are not members of the local authority.
Committees must be appointed by county councils for the following
purposes: finance, education, public health, agriculture, child
welfare, health, mental deficiency and fire brigades.
A county council has power to delegate to the Council of a county Delegation,
.district as agent those of its functions for which it fe not required by
law to appoint a committee, but may not delegate the power to levy
a fate or borrow money. Local authorities may establish joint
committees and joint boards; the latter are separate authorities for
the management of permanent services, e.g. a port health authority.
The principal powers and duties of county councils relate to high- powers and
ways, including county bridges, main x and classified roads and all Duties,
roads in rural districts; education; town and country planning; fire
protection; police; certain local health and agricultural services;
child welfare; and certain national assistance services. They also
control the activities of the district councils in public health. In
addition there are a large number of minor administrative services
provided and regulative duties performed by a county council.
County borough councils are organised in the same way as non-
county borough councils. They have the powers of county councils
and in addition the powers which non-county boroughs exercise
as county districts, e.g. they are urban sanitary authorities. Thus
they are all-purpose authorities.
B.
Organisation of Boroughs.
Municipal boroughs, of which there are some 420 in England aM Boroughs.
Wales, are corporations consisting of a mayor, alderman and local
government electors. They are governed by a council, to which the
electors elect every year councillors to represent them for triennial
periods; the councillors elect the aldermen for periods of six years,
one half of the number retiring every third year; the number of
aldermen is one-third of the councillors. The mayor is elected
1 Trunk roads are maintained by the Minister of Transport, who may delegate
his functions to local highway authorities.

